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July 6. 2010

Sam Schuchat

Executive Officer

California State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 13th Iloor
Qakland, CA 94612-2530

Dear Mr. Schuchat;

I am writing to express my support for the Ocean Discovery Institute's proposal 1o the California
Coastal Conservancy requesting $1 million in funding for its Living Lab facility.

The proposed project would be located in the central San Dicgo community of City Heights at
the pateway of Manzanita Canyon. The area of City Heights is a highly urbanized, high poverty,
and naturc- and park-deficient community. The project would capitalize on this strategic
location. creating a focal point for ocean science education and exploration, scientific research.
and environmental appreciation and stewardship. The Living Lab facility would engage the
surrounding diverse and underserved community, as well as visitors from throughout the region.

I have faith in the ability of Ocean Discovery Institute to develop and carry out the Living Lab
project and [ believe that all of the features of the Living Lab facility will be in alignment with
the key priorities laid out in Proposition 84. The proposed facility will be a Platinum LEED -
certified building and the design will strive to be environmentally sustainable and seamlessly
integrated with the natural and cultural environment. It will be a showcase tor sustainability and
demonstrate how visitors and program participants can replicate these strategies in their homes
and work places.

In closing, [ would like to reiterate my support for Ocean Discovery Institute’s Proposition 84 $1
million Living Lab facility funding request. Thank you in advance for your time and
considcration of this innovative and educational project.

Sincercly,

L M P

DENISE MORENO DUCHENY RECEIVED

State Senator, 40th District WL o g 2010
COASTAL CONSERVANCY
DMy imh OAKLAND, CALIF
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California State Senate

SENATOR
CHRISTINE KEHOE
THERTY-MINTH SENATE DISTRICT

o TEANS
MEMBER

May 21, 2010

Mr. Sam Schuchat, Executive Officer
California State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor

Oakland, CA 94612-2530

Dear Mr. Schuchat:

This letter is in support of the Ocean Discovery Institute's proposal to the California Coastal
Conservancy requesting funding for its Living Lab facility project. The project will create a new facility
in central San Diego for science and environmental education and serve thousands of schoolchildren
each year.

The facility and its surrounding urban canyon complex will also be open to the public and serve as a
public resource for learning about the ecosystems of the San Diego region. The urban-natural
interface of the facility will increase public awareness on how their activities and actions affect the
environment.

This project, to be housed in a Platinum LEED-certified building, exemplifies several of the key
priorities of Proposition 84. The Living Lab will showcase the use of efficient and self-sufficient
building systems, including solar power, landscaping using native plants, and waste recycling and
reuse. Local students and family members will be actively involved in maintaining the facility and
assisting in program operations, creating employment opportunities for community residents.

In addition, the project will leverage public funding with a large-scale private fundraising campaign.
Ocean Discovery Institute has an extensive donor base and a demonstrated track record in raising
funds from private donations and impiementing successful programs.

| urge the Coastal Conservancy to approve the grant request for the Ocean Discovery Institute’s
Living Lab.

Sincerely,

CHRISTINE KEHOE
Senator, 39" District
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Sam Schuchat

tixecutive Officer

Catifornia State Coastal Consenancy
13530 Broadway., 13th Floor
{hkland. CA 94612-2330

}ear M. Schuchal

fam writing to express my support for Ocean Discovery Instituie’s Living Laborators
proposal 1¢ the Califormia Coastal Conservancy,

1 was excited to learn of Ovean Discovery fastitne’s plans w create a new learning comples
i the community of City Heights - a “Living L.ab™ - that will be home to the organization’s
instructional services, vouth activities, public programs and staff offices. With this new
facility. Ocean Discovery Institute will grow from serving approximartely 5,000 young people
annually o more than 20,000 San Diege vouth per vear with science and environmental
cducation programs.

I am also very pleased that this new facility will aflow Ocean Discovery Institute to expand
the protessional development activities it offers for local teachers and 10 open its doors for
use by young people during the critical hours afier schoot and in the evenings.

Please add my name 1o the list of those who support the Ocean Discovery Institute’s Living
Laboratory. | believe this project will have a positive, transforming influence on the
community of City Heights and the broader San Dicgo region.

Sincerely,

MARY SALAS

Assemblymember, 79% District
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Board of Education

EUGENE BRUCKER EDUCATION CENTER
4100 Normal Street, Room 2231, San Diego,
CA 92103-2682

Phone: (819) 725-5550 Fax: (619) 297-5624

Richard Barrera
President

May 14, 2010

Sam Schuchat

Executive Officer

California State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor

Oakland, CA 94612-2530

Dear Mr. Schuchat,

I am writing to express my support for Ocean Discovery Institute’s application for funding
from the California Coastal Conservancy for its Living Laboratory project in San Diego
County.

I have had the opportunity to learn about the planned design features for the Living Lab
directly from the young people of Ocean Discovery Institute who are involved in designing
and developing this project. The Living Lab learning complex will be a youth-driven asset
for our community. Ocean Discovery Institute students, lead by a Youth Advisory
Council, have been deeply involved in developing the initial vision for the project and in
selecting the project site. They will continue to be closely involved in the project’s design
and implementation, working with the project architect, lead contractors, staff and
community volunteers.

The project’s design builds upon the extensive body of research that shows that students
more effectively learn science when they have access to field learning experiences.
Students who are learning about science are more successful if the learning context can
connect them physically, intellectually, and perceptually to the natural world. The Living
Lab building is intended to be a metaphorical model of a local watershed, supporting and
enlivening Ocean Discovery Institute’s educational curricula.

I am pleased to endorse this unique project. San Diego Unified School District looks
forward to continuing its collaboration with Ocean Discovery Institute as they develop and
then relocate to their new Living Laboratory facility.

Stncerely,
Richard Barrera
President, San Diego Unified School District

San Diego Unified School District - Where Every Student is a Star.
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Tim Allen, Executive Director

SAN DIEGO STATF €ty dorghts Edmitivmal Collctnesits -

San Diego State University
UN IVE RS ITY 4283 El Cajon Boudevard, Suite 1272
San Drego. CA 92135
Tek (619) 394-8317
Fax (619} 394-88 12
tallen@ mail sdsu.edu

June 17,2010

Sam Schuchat

Exccutive Officer

Californta State Coastal Conservamey
£330 Broadway. [3th Ficor

Oakland, CA 94612-2530

Dear Mr. Schuchat,

lam writing to express my support of Occan Discovery Institute's proposal to the California Coastal
Conservancy requesting funding tor its proposed project. the Living Laboratory.

This proposed project in the community of City Heights in central San Diego will ereate a new facility for
science and environmental education serving thousands of community members per year. The Living
Laboratory would be used to facilitate science and conservation education for the entire community.
State-of-the-art laboratories would provide hands-on programming in science, technology, engineering,
and mathematics. All of the learning experiences oftered at the Living Laboratory would be available to
visitors daily and involvement would be provided at no cost. This will help to foster increased scientific
and environmental awareness amongst all community members.

The Living Luboratory will allow Ocean Discovery Institute to further enhance the professional
development activities offered to local teachers. Furthermore, because the facility will be open to all
members of the community during after-school and evening hours, it is my belief that a significantly
targer group of educators will be able to participate in the professional development opportunities offered.

[ would also like to emphasize that the project will use public funding along with a major fund raising
campaign. The Ocean Discovery Institute’s large donor base will be indispensible as they endeavor to
complete this project.

I sincerely hope the California Coastal Conservancy will be able to approve this grant request and [ am
extremely pleased to express my support for the Living Laboratory.

Sincerely,

Moz O

Tim Allen

Executive Director
City Heights Educational Collaborative

The Califorma State Universiy = Bakerstield « Channet istands » Chico « Dominguez Hills » East Bay * Fresno » Fullerton » Humbolds « Loag Beach « Los Angeles »
Mounterey Bay - Northnidge + Pounonu - Sacramento = San Bermandino - San Dicge + San Francisco + San Jose » San Luis Obispo + San Marcos « Sonoma - Stanislaus
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May 14, 2010

Sam Schuchat

Executive Officer

California State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor

Oakland, CA 94612-2530

Dear Mr. Schuchat,

I am happy to endorse the application and proposal of the Ocean Discovery Institute requesting
funding support from the California Coastal Conservancy for its Living Lab facility project. The
proposed project will create a high quality, new community resource that will serve to educate
local schoolchildren, their families, community members and the general public about the
environment and conservation.

The Living Lab facility will create a safe area for children to learn about science and nature and
to develop leadership skills as the next generation of environmental leaders. The proposed
project, located in the gateway of Manzanita Canyon within one of the most degraded portions of
watershed located in all of San Diego County, would also includes a large number of habitat
restoration components. This restoration will help to transform the urban canyon into new native
habitat that can support all the local wildlife and endangered species in the area.

Ocean Discovery Institute also plans to include a green roof for the facility and several garden
spaces that will showcase native flora and edible plant species that are reflective of the diverse

natural environments within the community.

I am delighted to support this proposal and hope that the California Coastal Conservancy will be
able to invest in this endeavor.

Sincerely,

e
(e s

Linda Pennington, Project Manager — Project CLEAN
CCA Member
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Discovery Institute

Young Lives Tranaformed Through Sclence

June 17, 2010

Sam Schuchat

Executive Officer

California State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor
Oakland, CA 94612-2530

Dear Mr. Schuchat,

I am pleased to offer my support for Ocean Discovery Institute’s proposal to the
California Coastal Conservancy for its Living Lab project.

I was excited to learn of Ocean Discovery Institute’s plans to create their new Living
Lab facility in the community of City Heights. The Living Lab will be a place for
science and conservation education, but more importantly it will be a place where
people of all ages can go for safe access to open spaces in the community.

I was also excited to hear ofall that the facility will have to offer to community
members. Community spaces will facilitate opportunities for classes, gatherings, and
special events. The outdoor features would connect the community to the natural
world and all involvement would be provided at no cost.

I truly believe this project will have a transforming inflzence on the community of
City Heights and the broader San Diego region.

Ocean Discovery Institute
Family Advisory Committee Member

2211 Pacific Beach Drive, Suite A « San Diego, CA 92109
Office (858) 488-3849 « Fax (858) 488-4265
www.oceandiscovervinstitute ore
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LORI SALDANA

ASIEMBLYMEMBER, SEVENTY-STXTH DISTRICY

May 25, 2010

Sam Schuchat

Executive Officer

California State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor

Oakland, CA 94612-2530

Dear Mr. Schuchat,

I am pleased to support the application and proposal of the Ocean Discovery Institute
requesting funding support from the California Coastal Conservancy for its Living Lab
facility project. The proposed project will create a high quality, new community resource
in the 76th Assembly District that will serve as a resource for schoolchildren, their
families, local community members and the general public. The proposed project will
bring a new center for teaching and learning to City Heights, an under-resourced
community in central San Diego.

The Living Lab facility will create a safe welcoming space for children to learn about
science and nature and to develop leadership skills as the next generation of scientific and
environmental leaders. The proposed project also includes a significant set of habitat
restoration components, which will help to transform the urban canyon located at the site
into new native habitat that can support wildlife, including local endangered species, as
well as wildlife movement.

[ am also pleased that Ocean Discovery Institute plans include creating a green roof for
the facility and several garden spaces that will showcase native flora and edible plant

species that are reflective of the diverse cultures present in City Heights,

I am delighted to support this proposal and hope you will be able to invest in this unique
endeavor.

Sincerely,

Lori Saldana
Assembly Member, 76th Assembly District





